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Title: Next Generation Sequencing (NGS) for Medicare Beneficiaries with 

Advanced Cancer (CAG-00450R) 

 
Decision: The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) is 

expanding coverage for Next Generation Sequencing (NGS) as a 
diagnostic laboratory test that is reasonable and necessary and covered for 
patients with inherited ovarian or breast cancer when all applicable 
coverage requirements are met.  The lab test using NGS must have FDA 
approval or clearance. 
 
Medicare Administrative Contractors may determine coverage of diagnostic 
lab tests using NGS when a patient has any inherited cancer diagnosis 
when all applicable coverage requirements are met. 

 
What this means: Next Generation Sequencing (NGS) as a diagnostic 

tool may be covered for members with inherited ovarian or breast cancer 
who meet the coverage indications.  HealthPartners has discretion over 
whether to cover NGS for certain other indications according to coverage 
requirements established by the Medicare Administrative Contractors.  
Please refer to the final decision memo for all coverage criteria. 
 
Effective: January 27, 2020  

 
 
This announcement can be found at: Next Generation Sequencing (NGS) 

for Medicare Beneficiaries with Advanced Cancer (CAG-00450R) 

https://www.cms.gov/medicare-coverage-database/details/nca-decision-memo.aspx?NCAId=296
https://www.cms.gov/medicare-coverage-database/details/nca-decision-memo.aspx?NCAId=296

